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in vacuum, consuming no oxygen, and creating no noxious fumes. Its use in home life would thus make for healthful-ness as well as for beauty. (6) Its supply would provide a much-needed outlet for private enterprise and the energy that had long drooped under the depression of trade and commerce, (c) It would have to "be begun and continued, in competition with an illuminant which, however inferior as an illurainant, was cheaper, and might be still further cheapened, and which had the nine-point advantage of possession. For these among other reasons the legislature might have been expected to look with encouraging face upon the new candidate for statutory powers.
But without insisting upon these claims to a' most-favoured' treatment, any Electric Lighting Act intended really to 4 facilitate ' the supply of electric light had, on the face of it, one would say, to recognise three essential features.
(1)  It should embody full powers to enable the undertaker to generate his electricity, and to distribute it along or under the streets to his customers, and it must make the acquisition of those powers as easy as possible.
(2)  While strictly guarding the safety and the rights both of the public and of previously existing and interested bodies, it should not enforce conditions impossible or injurious to the  economical working out of the problem of electrical distribution.
(3)  It should (therefore) give security of tenure sufficient to attract the investor and to ensure the full development of the industry; and in this connection special regard should be had to any inherent difficulties in the way of such development.
The Bill referred to at the beginning of this paper was on the i7th April, 1882, read a second time in the House of Commons, and committed to a Select Committee. Let us see what sort of recognition it proposed to give to the principles just enunciated.
Full statutory powers to supply electricity for any public or private purposes might be obtained :
(i) By license; to be granted by the Board of Trade to any local authority, company, or person, with the consent of the